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Boston Red Sox Honor HMEA at Disability Awareness Night


BOSTON —As part of Disability Awareness Night on August 16, The Boston Red Sox rolled out the red carpet for Horace Mann Educational Associates (HMEA) to celebrate the accomplishments, and raise awareness of people with disabilities everywhere.


Together, the two organizations celebrated a common theme: “Making Impossible Dreams come true.”


The Boston Red Sox invited 50 families from HMEA to attend the game on Aug. 16 vs. The Detroit Tigers and others to participate in n on-field pre-game ceremony at Fenway Park. As part of the festivities, staff member from HMEA, Heather Cutler, accompanied Brian Kelly, from Hopedale, in singing the National Anthem, and Steve McTigue, who signed the words to the anthem.


In addition, two individuals supported by HMEA, Kristen Lorusso and Mike Monahan, and the chance of a lifetime as they were assigned as Honorary Bat Boy and Bat Girl, They were personally escorted to the Red Sox dug out to watch batting practice with their moms, Valerie and Deb. 


HMEA CEO Mike Moloney, vice present for development Doug MacPherson and IT director Ron Barnes were presented a product grant check from Cisco Systems Inc. on field in the amount fo $123,000. Finally, to get the game under way, Krista Godfrey of Franklin, who will be supported by HMEA programs this fall, threw out the first pitch. 



During the ceremony, HMEA participants Rick and Dick Hoyt and representatives from Cisco, Andrew Rodwin, his son Noah and Peg Lovett posed with Wall the Green Monster as the

PA announcer read “HMEA is named after Massachusetts first Secretary of Education, Horace Mann, who believed in giving every person equal rights and opportunities for education and who once charged the citizens of America to “Be ashamed to die until you have won some victory for Humanity.”


The Boston Red Sox are committed to improving the quality of life and helping to make dreams come true for children and adults and their families who need it most.”


HMEA is a non-profit agency supporting more than 1,200 children and adults with developmental disabilities and their families in 110 communities in central and eastern Massachusetts. Headquartered in Franklin, they provide a variety of services including educational, vocational and residential supports.


For more information, call 508-528-8635 or visit www.hmea.org.

Brian Kelly and Heather Cutler, from HMEA’s Hopedale program, sing the National Anthem while Stephen McTigue signs the words as part of the Red Sox Disability Awareness Night on Aug. 16 at Fenway Park.





Rick and Dick Hoyt and Kathy Boyer join Cisco Systems Inc. representatives Andrew Rodwin with son Noah and Peg Lovett in an on field ceremonial check presentation to HMEA for $123,000 at Fenway Park for the Red Sox Disability Awareness night honoring HMEA. Joining Wally the Green Monster are HMEA CEO Mike Moloney, Director of IT Ron Barnes and VP for Development Doug MacPherson. 








