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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Date:  November 5, 2008

HMEA DARNELL SCHOOL RECEIVES STATE LICENSE

School Serves Individuals with Autism Who Need Services Outside of Public School Setting


HUDSON -- The Darnell School for Educational and Behavioral Services in Hudson, operated by HMEA, was issued a full license by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education on August 1, 2008, which now enables the school to accept referrals for students whose needs cannot be met within the public school system.


The Darnell School specializes in the treatment of children with Autism Spectrum Disorders, aged nine to 22 years.  The school also serves students with developmental disabilities and behavioral challenges.


“In issuing its full license, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education has acknowledged the special and vital work performed by the highly trained professionals at HMEA’s Darnell School,” says HMEA CEO Michael Moloney.  “The Darnell School is a much-needed resource for families across Massachusetts who are challenged with providing the best education for a child with Autism, developmental disabilities, or behavioral issues”


With the license from DESE, students receiving support under Chapter 766 from any public school system in Massachusetts can attend the Darnell School subject to the approval of the child’s educational planning team and the local school district.

To reach its goal “to enrich and enhance the lives of our students so that each child reaches his/her fullest potential and greatest level of independence," the Darnell School instructs students on a 1:1 or 1:2 basis, utilizing the principles of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA). This 
2-2-2
method is unique, as it is based on highly individualized behavioral assessments.  Based on these assessments and subsequent instruction, staff monitor and collect data, so as to continually tailor an educational experience that best meets the unique needs of each student.  In addition, each classroom is led by a teacher who has received his/her Master’s Degree and is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst.  

Jan Bolton, Educational Administrator at the school, explains, “Autism affects every individual differently, making it difficult for families to find the highly specialized care their loved one needs.  Since our opening in 2006, we have received feedback from parents who are excited that their daughter or son attends a school that truly understands their child.  Parents are thrilled to see their child finally begin to make significant educational and behavioral progress.” 

As the Darnell School seeks to nurture independence, one goal is to transition students back to their home district.  Accordingly, staff works with each student’s home district to ensure that the public school curriculum is embedded in the lesson plans at the Darnell School.  The curriculum is further supplemented with speech and language, occupational, and physical therapy components.
For students over the age of 14, vocational training is offered to ensure that each student receives the tools and skills he/she needs to become a productive adult capable of living and working in the community.

“At the Darnell School, we strive to develop daily routines that foster mastery of skill sets, and increased independence and self-control.  Staff, students, and families work hard to meet this goal together,” says Jan Bolton.


For more information about HMEA’s Darnell School, contact Educational Administrator Jan Bolton at 978-562-6323 x227 or jbolton@hmea.org.
