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Community

Walk, run May 21 to help HMEA continue its work
BY JEANETTE SEARS

SUN CHRONICAL STAFF

FRANKLIN

The fifth Annual HMEA (Horace Mann Educational Associates) Independence 5K Run/Walk in the Park will take place at 11a.m. Sunday, May 21, in the Franklin Industrial Park.


Funds raised from the event will benefit more than 1,200 children and adults with developmental disabilities served by HMEA.


HMEA is a non-profit agency serving children and adults with developmental disabilities and their families in 110 communities in central and eastern Massachusetts. 


Headquartered in Franklin, HMEA provides a wide variety of services, including educational, vocational and residential support.


The event will be hosted by reporter Gail Huff of News Center 5, WCVB-TV-Channel 5 in Boston. Huff’s husband, state Sen. Scott Brown, R-Wrentham, and her daughter, “American Idol” contestant Ayla Brown, will assist Huff with the opening ceremonies.


“This family has been coming for the past four years, and we are thrilled to be part of such a fun-filled family day, and to meet some of the very people we are there for,” Huff said..


“There is so much going on that it is much more than just a walk and a race. There is a whole 

Race to boost HMEA

Gail Huff of Wrentham, a WCVB-TV Channel 5 reporter and the host for the HMEA Walk/Run in Franklin, meets with HMEA CEO Mike Moloney of North Attleboro and members of HMEA’s team in preparation of the fifth annual HMEA Independence 5K Walk/Run in the Park on Sunday, May 21. Huff’s daughter, “American Idol” contestant Ayla Brown, and her husband, state Sen. Scott Brown, R-Wrentham, also will be on hand to help HMEA, according to the organizers.

area of games and activities for children and infants, a giant raffle with great prizes and free food and T-shirts for all participants who help raise funds,” she said.


Ayla Brown, who has been becoming well known on the local music scene over the last few years, made it to the top 14 on this season’s “American Idol” show, and has been busy performing and making appearances at area events and venues ever since.


The event also will feature visits from other celebrity figures, including the Boston Red Sox mascot, Wally the Green Monster, who promises to bring along the 2004 World Series trophy.

Hoyts to be in race


Rick and Dick Hoyt of “Team Hoyt”, the locally well-known father-son marathon and triathlon team, who have overcome insurmountable obstacles in their lives, and who competed in the 25th Boston Marathon run, will participate in the event.


BAA member Wayne Levy will be returning to defend his title and course record in the 5K race from last year.


The racecourse is a USATF certified 5K, and trophies will be given for first place in all divisions and medals to second- and third-place finishers.


A super raffle of several prizes also will culminate on race day, with the top prize being two round trip AirTran airline tickets to anywhere AirTran flies in the continental U.S.


JANETTE SEARS can be reached by phone or fax at 508-222-2442 or by e-mail at janette@janettesears.com












